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Hidden Intellectualism
The opening of the article is effective due to the fact that it seeks to capture the mind of the reader in terms of the concept of street smart. It also points out the normal perception that people tend to have towards those that are thought to be street smart in relation to academic work. In paragraph 1, the author uses the phrase “what a waste” to emphasize the kind of thinking that other people have towards the street-smart people (Graff 61.) The message that the author is trying to put across is the fact that there could be a missed opportunity by most of us in trying to tap into the knowledge of the street smart and be able to channel them into good academic work (Graff 61). The significance of this message is that there needs to be a different approach in the way that we deal with the street smart in order to exploit the intellectual capacity that they have.
The author uses his own experience as mentioned in paragraph 5 to lay emphasis to his message on the challenges of being seen as a street smart and also to be bookish at the same time. The author tries to portray the difference in intellectual discussion from the colloquial conversation in paragraph 6 through the comparisons of the clean-cut boys and the working-class hoods (Graff 62). Graff is faced with a situation in which he has to balance on the need to prove that he is smart and the need to avoid a beating if he shows it too much. In bridging this gap, the author carried out discussions with friends on toughness and slowly began to understand the ways of the intellectual life (Graff 63).
The significance of approaching a topic through the academic eyes is that it enables the student to argue more on the academic interests of the specific object rather than on the objective of the streets. Hidden intellectualism can therefore be defined as the exercise of the intellect that one has at the expense of the traits that accompany it. The people who exhibit hidden intellectualism are devoid of traits that show intellectualism but rather show the same in unexpected and unplanned ways.
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